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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 

1.1.1 This document is the Outline Water Management and Monitoring Plan, 
(hereafter referred to as WMMP) for the A47 - Wansford to Sutton 
Scheme (hereafter referred to as the Scheme). 

1.1.2 This Plan has been prepared by Galliford Try, National Highways’ 
Delivery Integration Partner (DIP), appointed to the A47 east under the 
Regional Delivery Partnership (RDP) Framework. 

1.1.3 Galliford Try have appointed Sweco to undertake the preliminary design 
and application for a Development Consent Order (DCO). 

1.1.4 Galliford Try are the appointed Principal Designer (PD) and Principal 
Contractor (PC) for the Scheme, as defined under the Construction 
(Design and Management) Regulations 2015. 

1.1.5 This WMMP has been produced to an appropriate level of detail to 
supplement the DCO submission in May 2022. 

1.2 Purpose of this Outline Water Management and Monitoring Plan 

1.2.1 The purpose of this WMMP is to set out the construction measures to 
prevent the risk of pollution and contamination to ground and surface 
water.  

1.2.2 This WMMP has been prepared following an application for the Scheme 
made by National Highways for a Development Consent Order (DCO) 
under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008). 

1.2.3 This WMMP takes into consideration groundwater and surface water 
management, permitting and monitoring requirements set out in the DCO 
application documents, such as the Environmental Statement and 
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (REP6-001), plus Statements 
of Common Ground with the Environment Agency 
(TR010039/EXAM/8.5) and Peterborough City Council 
(TR010039/EXAM/8.3) (as Lead Local Flood Authority). 

1.2.4 The contractor will manage risk in accordance with best practicable 
means which include general site management procedures, and control 
and measures to mitigate any effects of potential adverse effects caused 
by the construction works.  

1.3 Structure and scope of the Outline Water Management and Monitoring Plan 

1.3.1 This WMMP is based on the preliminary design of the Scheme, at the 
time of the submission of the DCO in May 2022. 
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1.3.2 This WMMP will remain a live document throughout construction of the 
Scheme and will be reviewed and updated at regular intervals.  

1.3.3 The final WMMP will consider all drainage required during the 
construction phase and will reference all industry and regulatory pollution 
prevention guidelines. It shall describe the design of each element of 
surface water management system required to manage surface water 
runoff during construction and potential risks to surface waters. This shall 
include consideration of temporary storage and settlement requirements 
to manage sediment load of waters. The Plan will also include a 
monitoring plan for groundwater and surface waters.  

1.3.4 The final WMMP shall be developed prior to construction by using Early 
Contractor Involvement from specialist supply chain providers and 
appointed sub-contractors, as the works programme and methodology is 
further enhanced throughout the detailed design stage. The WMMP 
forms an annex to the Environmental Management Plan, which will be 
secured through draft DCO Requirement 4 'Environmental Management 
Plan'. 

1.3.5 Towards the end of the construction phase, Galliford Try will prepare a 
final version of the WMMP for the operational and maintenance phase of 
the Scheme. This will be included within the Handover Environmental 
Management Plan (HEMP). The HEMP will be implemented by the 
maintenance authority responsible for the maintenance of the Scheme 
during its operational phase. 

1.3.6 The Environment Agency, Peterborough City Council will be consulted 
on this Plan.  

1.4 Scheme Description 

1.4.1 The A47 forms part of the strategic road network and facilitates a variety 
of local, medium and long-distance journeys between the A1 and the 
eastern Coastline. The corridor connects the cities of Peterborough and 
Norwich, the towns of Wisbech, Kings Lynn, Dereham, Great Yarmouth 
and Lowestoft and a succession of villages in what is a largely rural 
environment. 

1.4.2 The Scheme will upgrade the current single carriageway section of A47 
from Wansford to Sutton, to dual carriageway. The Scheme aims to 
relieve congestion, reduce journey times, improve safety, support 
regional housing and economic growth.  

1.4.3 The Scheme is made up from a multitude of construction/engineering 
elements. In summary, the Scheme comprises:    

• Dualling a 2.5km section of single carriageway section of the A47 between 
the A1 and Peterborough, and detrunking local roads  

• dedicated south bound slip road from A1 to A47 
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1.4.4 The key elements of the Scheme include: 

• approximately 2.6km of new dual carriageway constructed partially offline of the 
existing A47, including the construction of two new underpasses 

• a new free-flow link road connecting the existing A1 southbound carriageway to 
the new A47 eastbound carriageway 

• a new link road from the Wansford eastern roundabout to provide access to 
Sacrewell Farm, the petrol filling station and the Anglian Water pumping station 

• closure of the existing access to Sacrewell Farm with a new underpass 
connecting to the farm from the link road provided 

• a new slip road from the new A47 westbound carriageway also providing access 
to the petrol filling station 

• a link road from the new A47 Sutton Heath roundabout, linking into Sutton Heath 
Road and Langley Bush Road 

• new passing places and limited widening along Upton Drift Road (also 
referenced as Main Road) 

• a new walking and cycling route connecting Wansford to Sutton. This includes 
a new underpass at the disused railway to connect to Sutton Heath Road 

• new safer access to the properties on the A1, north of Windgate Way 

• installation of boundary fencing, safety barriers and signage. 

• new drainage systems including: 

o two new outfalls to the River Nene 

o a new outfall to Wittering Brook 

o extension of the A1 culvert at the Mill Stream 

o realignment and extension of the A47 Wansford sluice 

o drainage ditch interceptors 

o new attenuation basins, with pollution control devices, to control discharges 
to local watercourses 

• River Nene compensatory flood storage area 

• works to alter or divert utilities infrastructure along the route of the new A47, 
such as, electricity lines, water pipelines and telecommunications lines 

• temporary compounds, material storage areas and vehicle parking required 
during construction 

• environmental mitigation measures.  

1.4.5 A full description of the Scheme is provided in ES Chapter 2 (REP2-008). 
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3 Consents and permissions  

3.1.1 The treatment of waters arising from construction activities, including 
point source discharges resulting from the treatment of materials 
regulated by mobile plant licence will require regulation by the 
Environment Agency. An application for an environmental permit 
(Discharge Consent) will be submitted prior to works commencing. The 
permit will regulate the discharge of treated contaminated waters to 
surface water or ground, via re-injection. A separate environmental 
permit will be required for each location. 

3.1.2 An Ordinary Watercourse Consent is required for all works carried out 
over, under or near an ordinary watercourse (Wittering Brook, Mill 
Stream, Wansford sluice). Ordinary watercourses include non-main 
rivers and all ditches, drains, cuts, culverts, dikes, sewers (other than 
public sewers) and passages through which water flows. The consenting 
authority for this scheme will be Peterborough City Council. 

3.1.3 An abstraction licence will be in place for any de-watering operations on 
site. A separate licence may be required for each location or activity.  

3.1.4 An impoundment of water in any watercourse or abstraction exceeding 
20 cubic metres a day will be controlled by means of an Environment 
Agency consent (Abstraction Licence). A water abstraction (transfer) and 
impoundment may be required for the works associated with the 
construction and re-wetting of the Wansford Sluice watercourse 
diversion.  

3.1.5 Construction works carried out over, under or near a main river (River 
Nene), or in a flood plain or flood defence (including a sea defence) will 
require a Flood Risk Activity Permit. A permit will be required for each 
location. 

3.1.6 The principal consent for the Scheme will be the DCO. 

3.1.7 The requirements of the DCO including, where appropriate, the named 
consultees are set out in the draft DCO. The environmental obligations 
of the PC and PD are set out in the Environmental Management Plan. 

3.1.8 The DCO process provides development consent for the works and 
enables land acquisition, along with many consents and powers to be 
dealt with at the same time.  

3.1.9 Some additional consents and permissions may need to be sought 
separately from the DCO. These are outlined in the EMP and those 
relevant to water management and monitoring are listed in Table 2 
below. 
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4.2 General mitigation measures 

4.2.1 General mitigation measures will be fully developed along with the 
construction programme and future input from specialist supply chain 
members. An outline of the main work activities to be carried out 
throughout the scheme as well as relevant water management proposals 
currently being considered are described in Annex 1. These 
commitments will be included in Table 3.1 of the EMP (REP6-001). 

4.2.2 Options that are currently being developed with the programme are 
discussed below. 

• Where possible, the permanent surface water management systems that are 
part of the final design, will be installed early in the construction sequencing. 
If there are areas where this is not feasible then temporary surface water 
management systems will be considered. These will be carefully managed to 
prevent localised flooding or pollution of surface and groundwater from silt 
and other contaminants.  

• In areas where potentially contaminated land has been identified, specific 
mitigation measures will be designed to manage and contain potential 
contamination. Detailed method statements will be prepared for works in 
these areas. 

4.2.3 Permanent drainage is naturally one of the first activities to be installed, 
so as the construction of the scheme progresses, more of the permanent 
drainage can be utilised to continually reduce the impact of surface and 
ground water on the surrounding areas.  

4.2.4 An outline of the main work activities to be carried out throughout the 
scheme as well as relevant water management proposals currently being 
considered are described in Annex 1. 

4.3 Emergency response planning 

4.3.1 An Emergency Response Plan will be developed in accordance with EA Guidance 
PPG21- Pollution Incidence Response Planning. The Plan will be communicated 
to all personnel. Emergency spill control equipment such as spill kits, oil booms 
and absorbent materials, will be held at appropriate locations on site and within 
site compounds. 

4.4 Climate change resilience planning 

4.4.1 Galliford Try will consider the potential impacts of extreme weather events during 
construction. To ensure resilience of the Scheme to such extreme weather events, 
Galliford Try will use a short to medium-range weather forecasting service from 
the Met Office or other approved weather forecast provider to manage climate-
related risks and inform programme management and impact mitigation 
measures. Galliford Try will also register with the Environment Agency’s Floodline 
Warnings Direct service.  
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4.4.2 Galliford Try will implement an Environmental Management System (EMS) which 
will consider all measures deemed necessary and appropriate to manage extreme 
weather events and should specifically cover training of personnel and prevention 
and monitoring arrangements detailed within the EMP (REP6-001). 

4.5 Environmental competencies 

4.5.1 Galliford Try will ensure that all personnel conducting environmental tasks are 
suitably qualified and experienced for the roles and responsibilities that they are 
employed to undertake. 

4.6 Training and site inductions 

4.6.1 On commencement of site mobilisation, Galliford Try will be the site 
owner and will be responsible for site inductions and ensuring 
compliance with any required training, of all personnel including visitors, 
full time staff and supply chain. 

4.6.2 Prior to commencing work on site, all personnel will be required to attend 
a site induction where Galliford Try will communicate the environmental 
objectives and requirements of the Scheme, as well as the 
responsibilities of the workforce. 

4.6.3 The site induction will cover the topics relating to the environment to a 
level of sufficient detail for the workforce and appropriate to the work 
being undertaken and will emphasise the sensitivity of the watercourses, 
surrounding habitat and methods and working practices employed to 
protect the water environment. 

4.6.4 Those undertaking any activities that could result in an adverse 
environmental impact will receive additional training, to be led by the 
Environmental Manager or Environmental/Ecological Clerk of Works. 

4.6.5 This training will include reference to the importance of adhering to the 
contents of this WMMP, and the potential consequences of departure 
from any specified method statements. 

4.7 Toolbox talks and induction supporting materials 

4.7.1 Galliford Try will establish a regime of toolbox talks in agreement with the 
supply chain. GT will target a minimum of one toolbox talk on an 
environmental topic per month, records of attendance to monitor 
compliance will be kept. 

  




























